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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1278

Passed Legislature - 2003 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Comm ttee on Fi nance (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Conway, Cairnes, Kirby and Bush)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 27/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to listing property for tax purposes; and anendi ng
RCW 84. 40. 040, 84.40.060, 84.40.070, 84.40.190, 84.40.335, 84.36.310,
and 84. 36. 630.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWB84.40.040 and 2001 ¢ 187 s 18 are each anended to read
as follows:

The assessor shall begin the prelimnary work for each assessnent
not |later than the first day of Decenber of each year in all counties
in the state. The assessor shall also conplete the duties of listing
and pl acing valuations on all property by May 31st of each year, except
that the listing and valuation of construction and nobile homes under
RCW 36. 21. 080 and 36.21.090 shall be conpleted by August 31lst of each
year, and in the follow ng manner, to wt:

The assessor shall actually determ ne as nearly as practicable the
true and fair value of each tract or lot of land listed for taxation
and of each inprovenent |ocated thereon and shall enter one hundred
percent of the true and fair value of such land and value of such
i nprovenents, together with the total of such one hundred percent
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val uations, opposite each description of property on the assessnent
list and tax roll.

The assessor shall nake an al phabetical list of the nanmes of all
persons in the county |liable to assessnent of personal property, and
require each person to nake a correct |ist and statenent of such
property according to the standard form prescribed by the departnent of
revenue, which statenment and list shall include, if required by the
form the year of acquisition and total original cost of personal

property in each category of the prescribed form (;—anrd—shal—besigned
I £ ed I I : . I I Lot I
property—PROADED—TFhat)). However, the assessor may |list and val ue

i nprovenents on publicly owned | and in the same manner as real property
is listed and valued, including conformance with the revaluation
program required under chapter 84.41 RCW Such list and statenent
shall be filed on or before the |last day of April. The assessor shal
on or before the 1st day of January of each vyear mail or
electronically transmt, a notice to all such persons at their |ast
known address that such statenent and list is required((;—sueh)). This
notice ((+e)) nust be acconpani ed by the formon which the statenent or
list is to be mde((+—PROADBEDB—TFhat)). The notice mailed, or
electronically transmtted, by the assessor to each taxpayer each year
shall, if practicable, include the statenment and list of personal
property of the taxpayer for the preceding year. Upon receipt of such
statenent and |list the assessor shall thereupon determ ne the true and
fair value of the property included in such statenent and enter one
hundred percent of the sanme on the assessnent roll opposite the nane of
the party assessed; and in making such entry in the assessnment |ist,
t he assessor shall give the nane and post office address of the party
listing the property, and if the party resides in a city the assessor
shall give the street and nunber or other brief description of the
party's residence or place of business. The assessor may, after giving
witten notice of the action to the person to be assessed, add to the
assessnent list any taxable property which should be included in such
list.

Sec. 2. RCWB84.40.060 and 1988 c 222 s 16 are each amended to read
as foll ows:
Upon receipt of the ((wverif+ed)) statenent of personal property,
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t he assessor shall assess the value of such property((—PROADED-)).
I f any property is |isted or assessed on or after the 31st day of My,
the sane shall be legal and binding as if listed and assessed before
that time((—PROWBED—FURTHER—That—any—statenent—oltaxabl e property

N a¥a a¥a' N N NE a¥a AN a a¥a'
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Sec. 3. RCW84.40.070 and 1961 c 15 s 84.40.070 are each anmended
to read as foll ows:

The president, secretary or principal accounting officer or agent
of any conpany or associ ati on, whether incorporated or unincorporated,
except as otherwise provided for in this title, shall make out and
deliver to the assessor a ((swern)) statenent of its property, setting
forth particularly((—F—+st+)) (1) the nane and | ocation of the conpany
or association; ((seeend)) (2) the real property of the conpany or
associ ation, and where situated;, ((t+h+d-)) and (3) the nature and
val ue of its personal property. The real and personal property of such
conpany or association shall be assessed the sane as other real and
personal property. In all cases of failure or refusal of any person
of ficer, conpany, or association to make such return or statenent, it
shal |l be the duty of the assessor to nake such return or statenent from
the best infornmation he can obtain.

Sec. 4. RCWB84.40.190 and 2001 ¢ 185 s 13 are each anended to read
as follows:

Every person required by this title to |list property shall nmake out
and deliver to the assessor, or to the departnent as required by RCW
84.40. 065, either in person, by mail, or by electronic transmttal if
avai l abl e, a st at enment ((—verified—under—penatty—of—perjury)) of al
the personal property in his or her possession or under his or her
control, and which, by the provisions of this title, he or she is
required to list for taxation, either as owner or holder thereof.
((Each list, schedule or statenent requivred by this chapter shall be

)
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assessoer—)) \Wien any |list, schedule, or statenent is made ((and-stgnhed
by—sueh—agent)), the principal required to make out and deliver the
sanme shall be responsible for the contents and the filing thereof and
shall be liable for the penalties inposed pursuant to RCW 84.40. 130.
No person shall be required to list for taxation in his statenent to
t he assessor any share or portion of the capital stock, or of any of
the property of any conpany, association or corporation, which such
person may hold in whole or in part, where such conpany, being required
so to do, has listed for assessnment and taxation its capital stock and
property with the department of revenue, or as otherw se required by
| aw.

Sec. 5. RCW 84.40.335 and 1967 ex.s. ¢ 149 s 42 are each anmended
to read as foll ows:

Except for personal property under RCW 84.40.190, any Ilist,
schedul e or statenent required by this chapter shall contain a witten
decl aration that any person signing the sane and knowi ng the sane to be
fal se shall be subject to the penalties of perjury.

Sec. 6. RCWB84.36.310 and 1969 ex.s. ¢ 124 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any person claimng the exenption provided for in RCW 84.36.300
shall file such claimwth his or her listing of personal property as
provi ded by RCW 84.40.040. The claimshall be in the form prescribed
by the departnent of revenue, and shall require such information as the
departnment deens necessary to substantiate the claim ( ( Fhe—elatm
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Sec. 7. RCW84.36.630 and 2001 2nd sp.s. ¢ 24 s 1 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

(1) Al machinery and equi pnent owned by a farmer that is personal
property is exenpt fromproperty taxes levied for any state purpose if
it is used exclusively in grow ng and producing agricultural products
during the cal endar year for which the claimfor exenption is nmade.

(2) "Farnmer" has the sane neaning as defined in RCW 82.04. 213.

(3) A claimfor exenption under this section shall be filed with
the county assessor together with the ((wverif+ed)) statenent required
under RCW 84.40.190, for exenption from taxes payable the follow ng
year. The claim shall be nmade solely upon fornms as prescribed and
furni shed by the departnent of revenue.

Passed by the House March 14, 2003.

Passed by the Senate April 16, 2003.

Approved by the Governor May 14, 2003.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 14, 2003.
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